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This publication was prepared by the RSG Program with the  
assistance of the Ventura County Fire Department and the Orange 
Country Fire Authority, in cooperation with the International 
Association of Fire Chiefs; The U.S. Forest Service; U.S. Department 
of the Interior Bureau of Land Management; and the U.S. Fire 
Administration.  Special thanks to the Insurance Institute for 
Business and Home Safety; the National Association of State 
Foresters; University of Nevada Cooperative Extension “Living 
with Fire” Program; CAL FIRE; FireSafe Council, the National Fire 
Protection Association and the Firewise Communities Program; and 
many other organizations for their contributions to message and 
content. To learn more about the Ready, Set, Go! Program and its 
partners, visit, www.wildlandfireRSG.org. 

he fire season is now a year-round reality in many areas, 
requiring firefighters and residents  to be on heightened 
alert for the threat of wildland fire.

Each year, wildland fires consume hundreds of homes in the 
Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI). Studies show that as many as 80 percent 
of the homes lost to wildland fires could have been saved if their owners 
had only followed a few simple fire-safe practices. In addition, wildland fire 
related deaths occur because people wait too long to leave their home.

Your fire department takes every precaution to help protect you and your 
property from wildland fire.  However, the reality is that in a major wildland 
fire event, there will simply not be enough fire resources or firefighters to 
defend every home.

Successfully preparing for a wildland fire enables you to take personal 
responsibility for protecting yourself, your family and your property.  In this 
Action Guide, we hope to provide the tips and tools you need to prepare 
for a wildland fire threat; have situational awareness when a fire starts; 
and to leave early.

The Ready, Set, Go! Program works in complimentary and collaborative 
fashion with the Firewise® Communities Program and other existing 
wildland fire public education efforts. Utilizing firefighters, it amplifies their 
messages to individuals to better achieve the common goal of wildland 
fire preparedness. 

Fire is, and always has been, a natural occurrence in the wildland. Our hills, 
canyons and forests burned periodically long before we built homes there. 
Wildland fire, fueled by a build-up of dry vegetation and driven by seasonal 
hot dry winds, are extremely dangerous and difficult to control. Many 
residents have built homes and landscaped without fully understanding 
the impact a fire can have on them and few have adequately prepared 
their families for a quick evacuation.

Its not a question of if but when the next major wildland fire will occur.  
Through advance planning, understanding and preparation, we can all be 
partners in the wildland fire solution. We hope you find the tips in the 
following pages helpful in creating heightened awareness and a more fire-
safe environment for you, your family and firefighters.  
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Ready. Set. Go.
Residential Safety Checklist 

Tips To Improve Family and Property Survival During A Wildland Fire

  Home Yes No

1. Does your home have a metal, composition, or tile (or other non-combustible) roof m m  
with capped ends and covered fascia? 

2. Are the rain gutters and roof free of leaves, needles and branches?  m m

3. Are all vent openings screened with 1/8 inch (or smaller) mesh metal screen?  m m

4. Are approved spark arrestors on chimneys? m m

5. Does the house have non-combustible siding material?  m m

6. Are the eaves “boxed in” and the decks enclosed?  m m

7. Are the windows made of at least double-paned or tempered glass? m m

8. Are the decks, porches and other similar areas made of non-combustible material m m 
and free of easily combustible material (e.g. plastic furniture)? 

9. Is all firewood at least 30 feet from the house? m m

  Defensible Space Yes No

1. Is dead vegetation cleared to the recommended defensible space area?  m m 
(Consider adding distance due to slope of property.) 

2. Is there separation between shrubs?   m m

3. Are ladder fuels removed?  m m

4. Is there a clean and green area extending at least 30 feet from the house?  m m

5. Is there a non-combustible area within five feet of the house?  m m

6. Is there separation between trees and crowns? m m

  Emergency Access Yes No

1. Is the home address visible from the street? m m 
2. Is the home address made of fire-resistant materials?  m m

3. Are street signs present at every intersection leading to the house? m m

4. Are street signs made of fire-resistant materials? m m

5. Is flammable vegetation within 10 feet of the driveway cleared and m m 
are overhanging obstructions removed? 

6. If a long driveway is present, does it have a suitable turnaround area? m m
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